No one could wish for a more sprightly and entertaining guide than Mr. Hetherington through the mazes of the story he sets out to unravel. Wherever possible, the history is enlivened by some amusing story of the remote past or by some shrewd hint which may help to untie a knot of ancient historic fact ; yet, always there is the underlying sensibility of the serious student. As an example of this admirable faculty we cannot do better than quote a passage where the author deals with the evidence we now possess that the potters of the T'ang dynasty (A.D. 6r8-go7) knew how to manufacture true porcelain with felspathic glaze.
"The advance in technical knowledge denoted by the manufacture of true porcelain as an alternative to the use of pottery bodies only, and by the use of high-fired felspathic glazes in substitution for the low-fired leadsilicate glazes, could not have been made very rapidly with the scientific knowledge possessed in those days in China. The process must have been evolved gradually by experiments conducted by competent craftsmen, no doubt, but by men without full appreciation of the underlying scientific principles. One feels, therefore, that the Chinese must have known how to use the simpler types of glaze for a very considerable time before the early part of the T'ang dynasty. The general tendency of further research into Chinese ceramics is to antedate rather than to postdate various types of ware."
The reader will welcome the terse and definite exposition of the technical and artistic qualities and characteristics of the many types of pottery and porcelain that are passed in review ; no less than the consideration and valuation of the different racial influences, Chinese and other, that brought about the final artistic results. The simplicity of means and directness of aim manifest in the earlier wares is duly and rightly appraised equally with the glorious yet subtle colour-qualities of the Chiin yao bowls and bulbpots of the Sung dynasty. In addition, the author gives an interesting summary of our present knowledge of the famous Ting yao, with its well-marked varieties of ivorywhite or rice-white glaze. Of the purple and black Ting yao, once so coveted by Chinese connoisseurs, no specimens can be identified in modern collections in Europe or America, and we are principally dependent for our knowledge of them on the drawings and descriptions in the album of a Chinese collector who lived in our Tudor times.
Naturally, there is a clear, though necessarily summary, account of the renowned Celadon wares, which seem to have been more largely exported at the time of their manufacture than any other variety of NO. 2862, VOL. I 14] porcelain. In addition, the history of the Tz'u Chow wares-made at what must be the oldest pottery-centre in the world that is still in active operation, for it dates back to the Sui dynasty (A.D. s8g-6r8)-has its puzzles for the collector of to-day, for, as is well said, "It is extremely difficult to determine which specimens are of Sung origin and which of Ming or even later date."
In the final chapter we have an account of the Chien wares, which have only been recognised as a distinct class in what we may call recent times. The fascinating glazes which are usually associated with these wares and are distinguished on account of their markings as " hare's fur " or " partridge markings," are usually applied so thickly that in the majority of examples they form a dark pool in the inside and thick running lines with a terminal blot on the outside of the vessel to which they are applied. These special glazes appear to have been most extensively used in the decoration of small bowls which ritual use long ago prescribed for the " tea ceremonial " or tea contests. The Chinese have always been inveterate gamblers, and in this particular" gamble "the idea was to pit the cup of this type owned by one connoisseur against that owned by another to decide which would retain moisture longest. As Mr. Hetherington says, "The game seems a curious one to Western minds, but, after all, roulette has no more claim as a sensible method of gambling." The tea ceremonial was introduced into Corea and Japan, and with it the bowls and other apparatus of the game. The Japanese have made many varieties of these bowls, some of which are difficult to distinguish from Chinese specimens ; though any one who collects with an eye to beauty alone rna y be delighted to treasure a Japanese specimen for its resthetic worth.
A word must be added in praise of the illustrations, for though there is only one coloured plate (an extremely beautiful one), the half-tone illustrations convey an excellent impression of the objects they represent, and will greatly aid the student in the identification of specimens.
WILLIAM BURTON. A LTHOUGH it is the custom in most zoological gardens to keep a record of all post-mortem examinations, this is the first time an attempt has been made to correlate the results and place them in a compact form before the medical and veterinary professions. [SEPTEMBER 6, I 924 Dr. Fox has held the post of pathologist at the Philadelphia Gardens for the past twenty years, and during that time has had the opportunity of making po>t-mortem examinations on r86o mammals and 3505 birds. In addition to this he has also studied the living animals, and has been able to apply his pathological findings to the diagnosis, treatment, and prophylaxis of disease in general. The result of his work has been of extreme practical value in the management of the Philadelphia Gardens ; epidemics have been arrested by scientific disinfection, and certain diseases, such as spiropteriasis in parrots and tuberculosis in monkeys, have been entirely eliminated. In order to prevent the introduction of tuberculosis, every new arrival before being placed in the collection is subjected to the tuberculin test, and the variations of temperature during the ensuing forty-eight hours are recorded. In healthy animals there is no reaction ; in tuberculous animals there is usually a definite rise in the first twelve hours.
Diseases of Wild Animals in Captivity.

Disease in Captive Wild
NATURE
No animal showing a positive reaction is placed on exhibit.
Among other communicable diseases investigated, the " jaw disease " of kangaroos has been made the subject of special research. The causative organism of this disease was found to be one of the M ycobacteriacere, which was cultured successfully and a vaccine prepared. It was found to be new to science, and has been named N acardia macropodidarum. From experiments upon laboratory animals with cultures of N. macropodidarum, it would appear that the disease is transmitted with difficulty. As it is always found associated with a small Gram-negative bacillus, it is possible that the bacillus is a necessary factor in the production of the disease.
The section on the incidence and significance of animal parasites, by Dr. F. D. Weidman, emphasises the value of zoological gardens in general as a field for research on this subject. Tables showing the pathogenicity and frequency in the various orders are given, and various methods of treatment and prophylaxis are suggested.
The tables giving the relation of diet to disease show that birds and mammals which live on a mixed diet of plant and animal tissue are less liable to disease of the alimentary tract than those which are entirely carnivorous or herbivorous. The percentage of thyroid disease and rickets was highest among the Carnivora.
Neoplasms, both benign and malignant, are treated at some length, and valuable tables are given, showing the type of growth, organ of origin, relation to sex, duration of captivity, metastases, and order of animal affected. Neoplasms were found to be commonest among the Rodentia, Marsupialia, and Carnivora, and NO. 2862, VOL. I I4] rare among the Primates. The main organs affected were uterus, liver, thyroid, and mammary glands.
The book is well illustrated with photographs of microscopical and macroscopical specimens of pathological changes, in addition to numerous interesting and valuable statistical tables dealing with the incidence of disease.
In the foreword, Dr. C. B. Penrose, the president of the Philadelphia Zoological Society, makes some general remarks on some of the problems which arise in relation to the keeping of animals in captivity, and the various mental perversions which are common among them, some of which are akin to prison psychoses in man. Diseases of the central nervous system and special senses are dealt with in a special section, as are the diseases of all the other organs of the body.
There is no doubt that this work, which is essentially a pioneer effort, should be read by every comparative and human pathologist. By those who are concerned in the management of living animals in captivity, it will be found to be a mine of valuable information.
Our Bookshelf. A. Leduc. Pp. iii+ 333· (Paris : Gaston Doin, 1924.) 25 francs. AccoRDING to Dr. George Saintsbury, "A review ... is a thing addressed to the general body of educated people, telling them whether it is or is not worth their while to make further acquaintance with such-and-such a document purporting to bear their address." Each of the three books included in the present notice has its own merits, but each is addressed to a special class of reader.
(1) The book by Mr. Calvert, who has been a science master at Harrow since 1909, forms the first volume on physics in the " Science for All " Series. It is intended for pupils up to the age of, say, sixteen, who are taking a course of science as part of their general education. For such students the book is a most admirable one, the interest, both from the scientific and the literary point of view, being skilfully sustained throughout. The ideas of work and energy form the main theme, applications being made to the subjects of hydrostatics, statics and dynamics, and heat. In a preface of unusual interest Mr. Calvert discusses the principles underlying the teaching of science in the earlier stages of a general education. Such teaching should give the pupil some idea of the aims of science
